Bottles
Along the
Issue No. 322

Mohawk

February 2021

MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE MOHAWK VALLEY ANTIQUE BOTTLE CLUB

Above: John Mason Squat Soda Ca. 1847 - 1848
READ INSIDE: SOME RARE UTICA BOTTLES SOLD
FOR VERY HIGH PRICES IN GLASS WORKS AUCTION

President’s Message...
Greetings fellow Members,
I look forward to saying that live this summer if all goes well. Boy it has been a long time since I have
been to any kind of bottle event. I did attend the outside small show that the Albany club put on last year.
It was not big but it was fun and did make everyone happy to do something bottle related. I heard through
the grape vine that Fred DeCarlo won a very rare Mason soda in the last Glassworks auction. Way to go Fred
and I know when we spend a lot of money we always wonder if we should have. I can tell you for me there
have been more times I should have and didn’t. Somethings only come around once and buy them if you can.
My good friend Jim Healy is still digging every week and still finding some nice things. I have gotten a few
questions about the National Show in August. The plan is to have it but only time will tell and I have a funny
feeling the last month before the show could get hectic. People are ready for a show but worries are still out
there and should be. Bringing hundreds of people together is no easy task in itself and trying to stay Covid
safe at the same time adds to the issue. For now all stay safe and enjoy whatever you can. Hopefully the
vaccine will break this hold that the Covid has on all of us.

Take Care,
Jim Bender
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CLUB NEWS
ON THE FRONT PAGE
A photo of a rare cobalt blue John Mason squat soda/mineral water bottle that recently sold for $2,100 in a Glass
Works Auction. These bottles are rare because J. Mason was in the bottling business for only about one year.
There are not many examples known in cobalt blue (read more on page 5). HOPE YOU ENJOY THIS PHOTO!
FOR SALE LOCAL DRUG STORE BOTTLES: Misc. druggist bottles - Port Leyden, Turin, Constableville,
Herkimer, and Utica. Contact John Staton, at pupsrool@aol.com for specifics."
FEBRUARY 8th MEETING IS CANCELED
Same old message. Because of the high number of Covid cases our February 8th meeting is canceled. Stay safe,
well, happy and healthy.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Our newest members are Dave & Laura Tuxill of Nedrow, NY. Dave and Laura are longtime members of the
Syracuse Club and are friends with many of our club members. Dave and Laura collect pottery jugs and crocks and
folk art. WELCOME TO OUR CLUB DAVE AND LAURA!
REFRESHMENTS
Dates to be announced when we can have live meetings again.

WHAT BOTTLE?
THIS IS OUR HISTORY
Answer to last month’s question.
In what years were the most desirable
antique bottles made in America?
CORKS FOR CLOSURES
Corks for closures were used about pre - 1600
- 1905. Corks, by far were the most common
closure used on soda and mineral water bottles
until 1885 when the Hutchinson stopper
became standard. Initially, a string or wire
was used to secure the cork to the bottle. Later
a wire bail became the standard. Some bottlers
still used corks into the Twentieth Century.
Corks for soda and mineral water bottles were
about two inches long.

Answer: The most desirable antique
bottles made in the US were generally
speaking made between the years 1810 1910. The reason for this was most of the
glass bottles prior to 1810 were made in
Britain. Then for 100 years they were
made by glass blowers in the US. By about
1910, most of the glass factories had
switched over to automatic bottle making
machines and glass blowers weren't used
anymore. Consequently, for the most part,
antique bottles from 1810 - 1910 are the
most sought after.

Today corks are still used for some wines and
champagnes.
Corks were used as closures for many years.

Check out the website: uticabottles.com - Lots of nice photos of Utica, NY bottles

TREASURER'S REPORT
By Peter Bleiberg
At of the end of 2020, the Bottle Club had assets of $1,808. (At the beginning of 2020, we had
over $3,000.)
That $1,808 amount includes the $250 payment that we made to the Maennerchor last year
for the show that never took place. I assume they will apply that payment to our next bottle
show there, whenever it may occur, so I am including that $250 as an asset, just as if we still
had the cash. So we have (in the bank account and petty cash) $1,558 plus the "prepaid
expense" of $250 paid to the Maennerchor.
The reason we have less money in the treasurer and lost money in 2020 is because of the
following:
(a) Not having our bottle show to make our usual profit.
(b) We still spent $350, as we normally do, on ads (in the bottle magazines) for our show,
because we arranged for the ads before we knew the show would need to be canceled. We're
not getting that money back.
(c) Not having the monthly meeting raffles.
(d) Not having as many paid memberships as before.
(e) Newsletter printing and mailing costs were up slightly. Our newsletter cost is our largest
expenditure. A newsletter report appeared in our last newsletter.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
FRED DeCARLO IS THE NEW NORTHEAST
REGION DIRECTOR OF THE FEDERATION
Our club's Vice President Fred DeCarlo is the new Northeast Region Director of the Federation of
Historical Bottle Collectors AKA, "the Federation." The northeast region of this national organization is
the most active region and has the highest number of bottle clubs as members. Our club is a member of the
Federation. The following was taken from the Federation's website:
Fred DeCarlo, FOHBC Northeast Region Director, Fred DeCarlo was born and grew up in Utica,
New York. He is currently a firefighter/EMT with the City of Utica Fire Department and has been with
them for 20 years. He is married to his wife of 15 years, Curry McMahon-DeCarlo and they have two
children together. His bottle interest began over 20 years ago but really picked up steam in the last five
years. He collects bottles from Utica, New York and, does research on them as he loves local history. He
recently started a website Utica Bottle Directory (uticabottles.com) dedicated to Utica bottles. He is vice
president of the Mohawk Valley Antique Bottle Club and also co-editor of their newsletter. He is also an
avid privy digger, dump digger and, metal detectorist. Exploring and researching are his favorite past times.
CONGRATULATIONS FRED ON YOUR NEW POSITION!
Our club has other members serving in important positions with the Federation including Valerie Berry,
Secretary, Jim Berry, Treasurer, Jim Bender, Historian and Linda Sheppard Membership Director. Thanks
to all of you for your service to the Federation!

SOME rare Utica bottles
BRING VERY HIGH PRICES
Three Utica squat soda bottles recently (January 26, 2021) sold in the Glass Works Auction No. 147
for some extraordinary high prices. Two of the bottles were from the same Utica bottlers. These two
bottlers were located at 62 Broad St Utica at different years.
These bottles were high priced before. A No. 63 sold for $750 in 2017 in a Glass Works Auction.
Club member Fred DeCarlo was the high bidder on bottle No. 59 shown below. The final bid was
$2,100. The bottle is in mint condition and is probably the best example known. The three Utica
bottles from the recent auction are shown below:

No. 59 "JOHN MASON/UTICA/MINERAL
WATER - J.M.," New York ca. 1847 -1848,
medium cobalt blue, 7 1/4" h, iron pontil, applied
tapered lip, extremely rare, only in business for
one year, perfect condition. Final bid $2,100

No. 63 "J. LAMPPIN/UTICA - MINERAL/
WATERS/L/THIS BOTTLE IS NEVER/SOLD,"
New York, ca. 1848 - 1854, medium cobalt blue,
7 3/8" h, iron pontil, applied tapered collar mouth.
Final bid $1,900

No. 62 "J. LAPPIN'S/INERAL/ UTICA - UTICA
BOTTLING/ESTABLISHMENT," New York, ca.
1848 - 1854, medium emerald green, 6 7/8" h,
iron pontil, applied blob-top lip.
Final bid $1,000

before digital cameras
we used MOSTLY bottle drawings
When our club started almost 27 years ago there were no digital cameras to use. So newsletters
didn't contain as many photos like today. Club members would trace the outline of a bottle with a
pencil and then turn the outline into a drawing. Then a rubbing of the embossing was made. The
embossing was cut out and pasted onto the drawing of the bottle. And finally, the drawing of the
bottle was cut out and pasted into the newsletter master. Because the outline of a bottle was traced
to start with, most of the drawings were the actual size of the bottle. Of course this limited the size
of a bottle drawing that could be used in a newsletter master which was 8 1/2 x 11 inches unless a
drawing was taken to a copy machine in a drug store or someplace and reduced in size. The
drawing below was from one of our early newsletters and is the actual size of the bottle. These
Blaikie drug store bottles are common and came in many sizes. The drawings looked pretty good,
but of course they didn't show the beauty of the glass.

A copy of a drawing of a small W. Blaikie Utica drug store bottle. A rubbing was made
of the embossing and then cut and pasted on the drawing of the bottle. Then the
finished drawing with rubbing of embossing could be used for the newsletter.

HISTORY IN A BOTTLE
BEFORE THERE WAS A UTICA, N. Y.
In 1758, before there was a city of Utica or
the Village of Utica, there was a Fort
Schuyler near Bagg's Square Memorial Park.
Today, this is on the side of the large bridge
that goes over the railroad tracks on N.
Genesee St in Utica. The fort existed during
the French and Indian Wars and served as a
place of protection for passing troops and
travelers. The fort was also there to guard the
Great Ford across the Mohawk River. The
fort was named after General Philip Schuyler.
In 1798, Old Fort Schuyler was incorporated
as a village with the name of Utica.

At left & below: Photos of a scarce
pint FORT SCHUYLER FARMS
DAIRY/UTICA, N.Y.
milk bottle ca, 1914

FORT SCHUYLER FARMS DAIRY
Embossed Pint Milk Bottle ca. 1914

A photo copy of a rare 1933 stock certificate from the Oneida Brewing Company, Utica, New York
which recently sold on Ebay for $50.

WHAT BOTTLE?
THIS IS OUR HISTORY
In the 1850’s a man was listed in the
Utica City Directory as a manufacturer of
a patent medicine. His address was 70
Broadway Street. Who was this man and
what was the name of his medicine?

The answer will appear in the next
newsletter.

PROGRAMS
February 8
OUR FEBRUARY CLUB MEETING IS CANCELED! Due to the high number of Corona cases our meetings are
canceled until further notice. Hopefully, we can have some Zoom Meetings sometime soon.
ZOOM MEETINGS
We didn't have any volunteers to set up a Zoom Meeting. Hopefully, in the future some members can help us get
set up to have some Zoom Meetings on the internet. .
BOTTLE SHOWS
BEFORE TRAVELING TO ANY SHOWS, CHECK TO SEE IF THEY HAVE BEEN CANCELED!
May 2, 2021
MARCY, NY - UTICA SHOW
The Mohawk Valley Antique Bottle Club’s 25th Annual Show and Sale at the Utica Maennerchor, 5535
Flanagan Road, Marcy, NY 13403 (see map on our website), 9:00 – 2: 30, admission $3. Contact Show
Chairman-Peter Bleiberg, 7 White Pine Road, New Hartford, NY 13413, Phone: (315) 735-5430,
Email:PMBleiberg@aol.com
2021 August, 6 & 7 (Friday & Saturday) 2021
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK - NATIONAL SHOW
2021 FOHBC National Antique Bottle Show, at the Oncenter Convention Center, See and Download Info Packet
& Contract. Information: Jim & Val Berry (jhberry10@yahoo.com) or Jim Bender
(jbender@millservicesinc.com) FOHBC National Show – Eastern Region
September 26, 2021 (Sunday) THIS IS THE RE-SCHEDULED DATE!
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND – The Baltimore Antique Bottle Club’s 41st Annual Show & Sale, 8:00 am to
3:00 pm, baltimorebottleclub.org, Physical Education Center, CCBC-Essex, 7201 Rossville Blvd. (I-695, Exit 34),
Contact: Rick Lease, 410.458.9405, finksburg21@comcast.net or Andy Agnew (contracts),
410.527.1707, medbotls@comcast.net,
Join Now!
You can become a “2020” member of the
Mohawk Valley Antique Bottle Club
for just $10.00
Visit our website: www.mohawkvalleybottleclub.com

m

Photo of an aqua REMINGTON bottle which probably was a Remington
Gun Oil bottle from Ilion, N.Y. The bottle is sitting on the top of another bottle.
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The February 8th
Meeting is Canceled

*************************************

God Bless Our Essential Workers and First Responders
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